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USICA Course Outline/Syllabus 
Grade/Course:  U.S. AMERICAN HISTORY 2100310 
Grade Level:10TH High School 
A)TEXT BOOK: The Americans: United States History Since 1877  
ISBN 10: 0544321405 / ISBN 13: 9780544321403 
 
 
Order No.: 1  Code:HIS3002 Class Type:Online 

Resources: 
Text book 
Teacher works CD 
Teacher interactive 
online 
Links 
Skype, Zoom, 
Social Media 

  Instructional Supports: 
Textbook, Magazines, Journals, Websites 
Links, Video Conference, Multimedia,  Videos, 
PHSuccessNet, Public Radio, 
Comprehensive Reading Plan, History 
Channel, PBS Public Television, American 
History Association, History Magazines,  
S-PAM Channel, Congress.gov, Loc.gov, 
Whitehouse.gov, Zoom, Skype, e-Library, 
Social Media 

Skype-Conference 
Zoom, Social Media 

 

 

Length: 1 year  

Area: Social Studies  Credits: 1 Total Numbers of class hours:300 hrs 
Type: Mandatory  Standards: 

Florida Standards 
www2.dadeschools.net 

 

Prerequisite: 
Students must have successfully passed a 
Social Studiesclass in middle/high school. 

Successful completion of English I 
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B) Description:  
 

 
 
This study of United History will provide comprehensive coverage of American history from 
prehistory to the present. It will be a blending of social and political history and geography to 
provide students with a broad view of America’s past and present. 
 
Emphasis is placed on critical and evaluative thinking skills, essay writing, interpretation of original 
documents, and historiography. Students will learn to interpret and evaluate the relative 
significance of primary and secondary source material, and to present their evidence and 
conclusions clearly and persuasively in an essay format. 
 

 

C) Objectives:  
 

Upon completion of this course, the students will be able to: 
 
1.      Develop an appreciation for the study of U.S. History. 
 
2.       Effectively use analytical skills of evaluation, cause and effect, and compare and contrast. 
 
3.       Demonstrate an understanding of historical chronology. 
 
4.       Use historical data to support an argument or position. 
 
5.       Differentiate between the multitude of historical interpretations on events, movements and 
individuals in American history representing conflicting points of view. 
 
6.       Interpret and apply data from original documents, including letters, cartoons, graphs, pictures, 
and maps to produce products and solve problems.  
 
7.       Understand material presented through lecture, readings, audio-visual aids, and assignments. 
 
9.       Write essays on the validity and reliability of various historical interpretations in light of 
historical evidence. 
 
10.    Take useful notes from both printed materials and lectures or discussions, write essay 
examinations, and write analytical document based essays, with the ability to express themselves 
withclarity and precision and know how to cite sources and credit the persons and ideas of others. 
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D) Contents  

 
American Beginnings to 1877 
 
Chapter 1  Exploration and the Colonial Era  2 
Mexico's Ancient Civilizations 3 
I The Americas, West Africa, and Europe 4 
2 Spanish North America 14 
 3 Early British Colonies 21 
4 The Colonies Come of Age 31 
End-of-Chapter Skill Activity Using Vocabulary  
Chapter 1 Assessment The Maya a MULTIMEDIA  
 
Chapter 2 Revolution and the Early Republic 44 
1 Colonial Resistance and Rebellion 46 
The Declaration of Independence  
2 The War for Independence 58 
TRACING THEMES Women and Political Power  
3 Confederation and the Constitution 66 
CITIZENSHIP SPOTLIGHT Symbols of Patriotism 
 4 Launching the New Nation 74 
 
Chapter 3 The Growth of a Young Nation 1800-1850 110 
1 The Jeffersonian Era 112 
2 The Age of Jackson 120 
3 Manifest Destiny 130 
4 The Market Revolution  139 
5 Reforming American Society 
 
Chapter 4 The Union in Peril  1850 – 1877  154 
1 The Divisive Politics of Slavery 156  
SUPREME COURT Dred Scott v. Sandford 1G6 
 2 The Civil War Begins 168  
3 The North Takes Charge 175  
4 Reconstruction and Its Effects 184  
Chapter 4 Assessment 190  
End-of-Chapter Skill Activity Comparing and Contrasting 191  
 
Chapter 5 Changes on the  Western Frontier 1877 1900 200 
1 Cultures Clash on the Prairie 202 
GEOGRAPHY SPOTLIGHT Klondike Gold Rush  
2 Settling on the Great Plains 214 
3 Farmers and the Populist Movement 219 
AMERICAN LITERATURE Literature of the West  
End-of-Chapter Skill Activity interpreting Historical Maps Chapter  
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Chapter 6 A New Industrial Age 1877-1900 228 
La VIDEO Great Minds • Business: Andrew Carnegie  
1 The Expansion of Industry 230 
CITIZENSHIP SPOTLIGHT Qualities of Effective Leadership 234 
2 The Age of the Railroads 236 
 3 Big Business and Labor 241 
Chapter 6 Assessment End-of-Chapter Skill Activity Sequencing  
 
Chapter 7 Immigrants and Urbanization 1877-191 252 
1 The New Immigrants 254 
TRACING THEMES Diversity and the National Identity  
2 The Challenges of Urbanization 262 
3 Politics in the Gilded Age 267 
 
Chapter 8 Life at the Turn of the 20th Century 1877-1917  
1 Science and Urban Life 276 
2 Expanding Public Education 282 
3 Segregation and Discrimination 286 
4 The Dawn  Willy of Mass Culture 292 
 
 Chapter 9 The Progressive Era 1890 -1920  304 
1 The Origins of Progressivism 306 
2 Women in Public Life 313 
3 Teddy Roosevelt’s Square Deal  317 
4 Progressivism under Taft 328 
5 Wilson’s New Freedom 332 
 
Chapter 10 America Claims an Empire 1890 – 1920 340 
1 Imperialism and America 342 
2 The Spanish – American War 346 
3 Acquiring New Lands 352 
4 America as a World Power 359 
 
Chapter 11 The First World War 1914 – 1920 
1 Work War I Begins 372 
2 America Power Tips the Balance 381 
3 The War at Home 388 
4 Wilson Fights for Peace  398 
The 1920s and the Great Depression 1919 - 1940  
 
Chapter 12 Politics of the Roaring Twenties 1919-1929 410 
1 Americans Struggle with Postwar Issues 412 
2 The Harding Presidency 419 
3 The Business of America 422 
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Chapter 13 The Roaring Life of  1920s 1920-1929 432 
1 Changing Ways of Life 434 
 2 The Twenties Woman  440 
DAILY LIFE Youth in the Roaring Twenties  
 3 Education and Popular Culture 446 
4 The Harlem Renaissance 452 
 
Chapter 14 The Great Depression Begins 1929- 1933 462 
1 The Nation's Sick Economy 464 
2 Hardship and Suffering During the Depression 472 
3 Hoover Struggles with the Depression 478 
 
Chapter 15 The New Deal 1933-1940 486 
1 A New Deal Fights the Depression 488 
2 The Second New Deal Takes Hold 495 
3 The New Deal Affects Many Groups 504 
 4 Culture in the 1930s 510 
5 The Impact of the New Deal  515 
 
Chapter 16 World War Looms 1931- 1941 526 
 1 Dictators Threaten World Peace 528 
 2 War in Europe 536  
3 The Holocaust 542  
4 America Moves Toward War 550 
 
Chapter 17 The United States in World War 1941- 1945 560 
1 Mobilizing for Defense 562 
2 The War for Europe and North Africa 569  
3 The War in the Pacific 578 
4 The Home Front 590 
 
Chapter 18 Cold War Conflicts 1945-1960 600 
 1 Origins of the Cold War 602  
2 The Cold War Heats Up 609  
3 The Cold War at Home 616  
4 Two Nations Live on the Edge 622  
 
Chapter 19 The Postwar Boom 1946-1960 632 
1 Postwar America  634 
2 The American Dream in the Fifties 641 
GEOGRAPHY SPOTLIGHT The Road to Suburbia  
3 Popular Culture 652 
4 The Other America 660 
 
Chapter  20 The New Frontier and the Great Society 1960-1968 
2   The New Frontier 679 
3 The Great Society 686 
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Chapter 21 Civil Rights 1954-1968 
1 Taking on Segregation 700 
2 The Triumphs of a Crusade 710 
3 Challenges and Changes in the Movement 717 
 
Chapter 22 The Vietnam War Years 1954-1975 728 
1 Moving Toward Conflict 730 
2 U.S. Involvement and Escaltion 736 
 3 A Nation Divided 742 
4 1968: A Tumultuous Year 748 
5 The End of the War and Its Legacy 754 
 
Chapter 23 An Era of Social Change 1960-1975  766 
 1. Latinos and Native Americans Seek Equality 768 
2 Women Fight for Equality 776 
 3 Culture and Counterculture 781 
 
Chapter 24 An Age of limits 1968-1980 792 
1 The Nixon Administration 794  
2 Watergate: Nixon's Downfall  802  
3 The Ford and Carter Years 810 
 4 Environmental Activism 820 
 
Chapter 25 The Conservative Tide 1980-1992 828 
1 A Conservative Movement Emerges  830 
2 Conservative Policies Under Reagan and Rush 834 
3 Social Concerns in the 1980s 839 
4 Foreign Policy After the Cold War 848 
 
Chapter 26 The United States in Today's World 1992-Present  858 
1 The 1990s and the New Millennium 860  
2 The New Global Economy 869  
3 Technology and Modern Life 876  
4 The Changing Face of America 882  
 
Chapter 27 Issues for the 21st Century  892 
I. The War on Terrorism 894 
2 Global Involvement 898 
 3 Civil Rights in the 21st Century 902 
4 Immigration 906 
5 Social Issues and Government Responses 910 
6 Conservation and the Environment 914 
7 Globalization and Cultural Diffusion 918 
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E. Methodology 
E)Academic Methodology: 
 

 

  Tests 30% 

Research Report 20% 
 

Articles Reviews 
 

 

20% 

Assignments 
 

30% 

  

 

F) Book Reference: 

 
 

1.American History The Early Years, Student Edition [Hardcover] McGraw-Hill (Author) 
2. A Patriot's History of the United States: From Columbus's Great Discovery to the War on Terror 
Paperback by Larry Schweikart(Author) Michael Allen(Author) 
3. A History of US: The First Americans: Prehistory-1600 A History of US Book One Paperback by Joy 
Hakim(Author) 
4.The American Vision Hardcover by Joyce Appleby(Author),Alan Brinkley(Author),Albert S. 
Broussard(Author) 
 
H) Web Reference: 
 
http://www.vlib.us/history/sites.html 
www.historians.org/pubs/free/journals 
www.successnetplus.com 
http://vlib.iue.it/history/USA/index.html 
http://www.preservationnation.org/travel-and-sites/ 
http://www.nps.gov/eise/index.htm 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/travel/geo-flor/39.htm 
http://www.ushmm.org/ 
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/ 
http://www.archives.gov/presidential-libraries/ 
http://www.mnh.si.edu/ 
http://constitutioncenter.org/ 
http://www.alplm.org/404error.aspx?aspxerrorpath=/404.aspx 
http://www.losalamoshistory.org/Museum.htm 
http://www.nps.gov/adam/index.htm 
http://rfkcenter.org/ 
http://www.nps.gov/jofi/index.htm 
www.americanlibrary.gov 
www.congress.gov 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/0/ 
http://www.archives.gov/education/index.html 
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http://thwt.org/ 
http://edsitement.neh.gov/ 
http://www.britishmuseum.org/learning/schools_and_teachers/web_resources.aspx 
http://score.rims.k12.ca.us/ 
http://www.historyteacher.net/ 
http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/ 
http://www.hnn.us/ 
http://www.studentsfriend.com/ 
http://www.strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/ 
http://www.meograph.com/election2012 
 
Additional Reading Topics: 
 
United States History Chronological Periods 
America Before the Europeans 
Discovery and Exploration 1492-1650 
Colonial Era 1650-1765 
Boone & Crockett's America 
Revolutionary Era 1765-1783 
Constitutional Era 1783-1800 
Early National Period 1800-1830 
The Age of Jackson 1830-1855 
The Coming of the Civil War 1850-1860 
The American Civil War 1861-1865 
Reconstruction 1865-1876 
USA 20th Century History 
World War One History  
 
I.Journals: 
 
American Historical Review 
Early America Review  
Hispanic American Historical Review  
History Cooperative  
Historical Journals On-Line, Department of History Tennessee Technological University  
History and Geography  
History News, American Association for State & Local History (AASLH), Indian Wars Journal  
J.Magazines: 
 
The Civil War Magazine 
Smithsonian magazine, published by the Smithsonian Museum, National Civic Review 
 
K. Organizations: 
 
American History Association 
Library of the Congress 
S-PAM Channel, PBS Public Television, History Channel 
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BOOK: 
 

 

Text Book:  The Americans: United States History Since 1877 (2016) 
U.S. AMERICAN HISTORY 
Course: No. 2106310  

ISBN 10: 0544321405 / ISBN 13: 9780544321403 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT: 
 
Academic misconduct includes cheating (using unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in any 
academic exercise), plagiarism, falsification of records, unauthorized possession of examinations, 
intimidation, and any and all other actions that may improperly affect the evaluation of a student’s 
academic performance or achievement, or assisting others in any such act or attempts to engage in such 
acts. Academic misconduct in any form is inimical to the purposes and functions of the school and 
therefore is unacceptable and prohibited. 
Any faculty member, administrator or staff member may identify an act of academic misconduct and 
should report that act to the department head or administrative supervisor. 
Students violating the standards of academic honesty are subject to disciplinary action including 
reduction of a grade(s) in a specific course, assignment, paper, or project; a formal or informal 
reprimand at the professorial, dean, or academic vice president level; expulsion from the class in which 
the violation occurred; expulsion from a program; or expulsion from the school. 
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